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PREFACE
Progress in the field of platelet research has accelerated greatly over the last few years. If we just consider the time elapsed since our previous book on platelets (Platelets in Thrombotic And Non-Thrombotic Disorders, 2002) , over 10 000 publications can be found in a PubMed search using the keyword "platelets." Many factors account for this rapidly expanding interest in platelets, among them an explosive increase in the knowledge of the basic biology of platelets and of their participation in numerous clinical disorders as well as the increasing success of established platelet-modifying therapies in several clinical settings. All of this has led to the publication of several books devoted to platelets in recent years. Nevertheless, it is surprising that none of these is a handbook that presents a comprehensive and pragmatic approach to the clinical aspects of platelet involvement in hematologic, cardiovascular, and inflammatory disorders and the many new developments and controversial aspects of platelet pharmacology and therapeutics.
Based on these considerations, this new book was not prepared simply as an update of the previous edition but has undergone a number of conceptual and organizational changes.
A new editor with a specific expertise in hematology, Dr. José López, has joined the group of the editors, bringing in a hematologically oriented view. The book has been shortened and is now focused on the clinical aspects of the involvement of platelets in hematologic and cardiovascular disorders. Practical aspects of the various topics have been strongly emphasized, with the aim of providing a practical handbook useful for residents in hematology and cardiology, medical and graduate students, physicians, and also scientists interested in the broad clinical implications of platelet research. We expect that this book will also be of interest to vascular medicine specialists, allergologists, rheumatologists, pulmonologists, diabetologists, and oncologists.
The book has been organized into four sections, covering platelet physiology, bleeding disorders, thrombotic disorders, and antithrombotic therapy. A total of 26 chapters cover all the conventional and less conventional aspects of platelet involvement in disease; emphasis has been given to the recent developments in each field, but always mentioning the key discoveries that have contributed to present knowledge. A section on promising future avenues of research and a clear table with the heading "Take-Home Messages" have been included in each chapter. A group of leading experts in the various fields covered by the book, from eight countries on three continents, have willingly agreed to participate; many of them are clinical opinion leaders on the topics discussed. All chapters have undergone extensive editing for homogeneity, to help provide a balanced and complete view on the various subjects and reduce overlap to a minimum.
We believe that, thanks to the efforts and continued commitment of all the people involved, the result is a novel, light, and quick-reading handbook providing an easy-to-consult guide to the diagnosis and treatment of disorders in which platelets play a prominent role.
Additional illustrative material is available online through the site of Cambridge University Press (www.cambridge.org/9780521881159).
This book would have not been possible without the help of our editorial assistants (M. Sensi, R. Stevens) and of several coworkers in the Institutions of the individual editors (S. Momi, E. Falcinelli). An excellent 
